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Introduction
This Community Engagement Report is prepared by Arcus Consulting Services Ltd (‘Arcus’) on behalf of 
EastCoastGridServices Ltd (‘the Applicant’) in support of the submission of an application for construction and 
operation of the Branxton Energy Storage Facility, a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), and associated 
underground grid connection route (‘the Proposed Development’) at Branxton near Innerwick (‘the Site’). 

The total capacity of the Proposed Development is expected to exceed 50MW. Energy storage is to be classed as 
generation under proposed changes to the electricity generation licence conditions, which would treat storage as a 
distinct subset of electricity generation. As the generation capacity of the Proposed Development would exceed 50 MW 
it is subject to the Section 36 consenting process.

As an intrinsic part of the development of the proposals, the Applicant has sought to engage with stakeholders, 
including the general public.  This Community Engagement Consultation Report details the engagement activity 
undertaken, including details of consultation materials used, the questions raised, and answers given during the public 
consultation events held in April 2023 together with online responses.
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Site Location and Background
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The Site is located south-east of Thornton, 1.7 km east of 
Innerwick, and 8 km  south-east of Dunbar town centre. The 
Site’s current land use  is predominately agricultural land, 
regions of shrubbery, and associated farm buildings. To the 
north-east, where the overground infrastructure will be 
located, the Site is in proximity to the A1 and the East Coast 
Main Line railway line. 

The Site comprises an approximate total area of 78.2 ha, 
with 15 ha of above ground infrastructure (blue-shaded 
region in Figure), temporary construction compound (red 
region), and the remaining area (red-boundary line) allowing 
for flexibility for the underground cable route to connect the 
proposed development to the proposed Scottish Power 
Transmission (SPT) Branxton grid substation. 
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Description of Development
The Proposed Development, as illustrated on the draft layout 
plan on the right, will include the following components:

 Battery storage units; 

 Electrical infrastructure including inverters, transformers, 
generators, switchgear and underground cabling;

 Electrical control containers;

 On site access track and parking area;

 Security columns and perimeter fencing;

 High Voltage Scottish Power control building;

 Construction compound;

 Cable Route; and

 Landscaping and planting.
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Consultation Overview

The plans and the public 
consultation were advertised via:

 Information leaflet distributed 
among local residents via 
targetted maildrop.

 Advertisement in local 
newspaper

 Emailed letters to local 
community council and local 
councillors
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Stakeholders engaged with:

 East Lothian Council

 East Lammermuir Community 
Council

 Local Residents

Engagement included:

 Correspondence with 
Stakeholders

 Resident leaflets

 Consultation Website

 Two public consultation events
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Consultation Timeline

25th March 2023

Website Published

Advertisements 
appeared in local 
newspapers
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27th March 2023

Leaflets distributed to 
residents within the 
distribution area

4th April 2023

15:30 – 20:30

Public Consultation 
held at Innerwick
Village Hall 

5th April 2023

12:00 – 17:00

Public Consultation 
held at Dunbar Public 
Library
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Consultation Distribution Area
Residents and local business owners received notice 
of the proposed development by information leaflets 
distributed by Hobs Reprographics within 5km area 
highlighted by the dotted line in the around the full site 
redline boundary. 
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Consultation Material – Politician Invitation Emails
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Email invitations to attend the public consultation events were sent to the relevant local councillors for the local area. 

An example email to East Lammermuir Community Council, which was also accompanied by a digital copy of the 
newspaper advert which can be seen on page 11 of this report. 
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Consultation Material – Newspaper Advert
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Consultation Material – Stakeholder Leaflet
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Consultation Material – Consultation Website
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The website for consultation is www.branxtonenergystorage.com

http://www.branxtonenergystorage.com/
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Consultation Material – Public Consultation Materials
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At the public consultation events hard copies of the proposed application boundary (below, left) and example image of a similar BESS 
development (below, right) were shown. These, along with discussions with the Applicant, TGP Landscape Architects and Arcus Consulting 
present were used to provide attendees further information about the Proposed Development and address any queries they had.
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Consultation Material – Feedback form
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Feedback Received

The two consultation meetings were held and attended by members 
of the public. Of the attendees, 10 returned feedback forms. All 
respondents lived within 10km of the Site. Overall, the respondents 
were either supportive or neutral to the Proposed Development, with 
many highlighting the importance of proposals such as this in 
fighting climate change.

Respondents were concerned about potential traffic effects of the 
Proposed Development on the local community during construction, 
especially the cumulative traffic due to other renewable energy 
developments in the wider region; liaison with the community during 
construction; concerns over where construction workers will stay; 
and that consideration should be given to biodiversity. Additionally, 
respondents were interested to know what benefits to the 
community the Proposed Development would deliver. 

All respondents to the questionnaire found the consultation event to 
be either ‘Useful’ or ‘Very Useful’. 
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